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application to duty, his dignified bearing, his unfailing
devotion to daily worship, affability., unruffiedness under
varying circumstances, and his natural smile which was
positive evidence of his inner peace had endeared him
to all of us. And now that owing to your declaration of war
against Great Britain he has been taken away from us3 we
miss him as a dear co-worker. He has left behind him as
a memory his daily prayer and his little drum, to the accom-
paniment of which we open our morning and evening pra-
yers.

In the background of these pleasant recollections I
grieve deeply as I contemplate what appears to me to be
your unprovoked attack against China and, if reports are
to be believed, your merciless devastation of that great
and ancient land.                                            \

It was a worthy ambition of yours to taker equal rank
with the Great Powers of the world. Your aggression against
China and your alliance with the Axis Powers was surely
an unwarranted excess of that ambition.

I should have thought that you would be proud of the
fact that that great and ancient people, whose old classical
literature you have adopted as your own, are your neigh-
bours. Your understanding of one another's history,
tradition, literature should bind you as friends rather than
make you the enemies you are today.

If I was a free man, and if you allowed me to come
to your country, frail though I am, I would not mind risk-
ing my health, maybe my life, to come to your country to
plead with you to desist from the wrong you are doing to
China and the world and therefore to yourself.

But I enjoy no such freedom. And we are in the unique
position of having to resist an imperialism that we detest
no less than yours and Nazism. Our resistance to it does
not mean harm to the British people. We seek to convert
them. Ours is an unarmed revolt against British rule. An
important party in the country is engaged in a deadly but
friendly quarrel with the foreign rulers.

But in this they need no aid from foreign Powers.
You have been gravely misinformed, as I know you are3
tbat we have chosen this particular moment to embarrass